
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

No Turning Back 

 

     This morning I want to tell you about a man who returned to his alma mater to 

deliver a very important speech. He opened his little talk in this way: “I send my 

greetings to all my fellow alumni who are scattered all over the world. Some of you are 

successful. And some of you may be failures. And only God knows which is which.” 

     Jesus, when he preaches to us, gives us all an invitation.* He asks us to come after 

Him and to try to be like Him. Now, as Christians, we should all believe that every 

person should feel obligated to give and to use his or her life for the cause of Jesus 

Christ. And it doesn’t make a difference whether or not anyone else gives their life to 

God. Still, we have to give our lives to God. 

     Now to give your life to Christ sounds so grim and so saintly, doesn’t it? And it 

certainly doesn’t sound like a lot of fun. And for that reason, we may be tempted to say, 

“Hold on here. That’s difficult! That’s hard! That’s not for me.”  

     Still the God to whom we are asked to give our lives to is the same God who made 

promises to us. He said, “Ask and it shall be given to you.” He also told us that if we seek 

His kingship over us, all things will be given us besides. If you believe that these 

promises Jesus made to us are phony and false – if you believe that giving your life to 

God means only years of misery followed by a painful death – then I feel sure you 

would not be here in church with us this morning. 

     You see, when we give our life to God, it is certainly not throwing it away. It is 

giving our lives to the one who knows far better than we do how to use them. 

     Deep inside each of us are all kinds of talents and the strengths that God has given 

us. Inside each of us is a heart and a soul that is able to really love and serve God. These 

talents and strengths – this heart, this soul – are the things that we have to dedicate to 

God. 

     This is the life that God gave us and asks of us. I hope you realize that if the Lord is 

able to use all our talents, then He is able to create beauty, joy and comfort for each of 

us and also for all those near to us. 

     At one time the people on the isle of Bora Bora received the call to follow Christ. And 

they did follow Him. But recently a modern-day archaeologist visited the isle and told  
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the people, “You got it all wrong. You should all go back to your old religion and your 

old way of doing things.” But then an indignant Bora Bora Christian – remembering the 

old days – eyed the archaeologist and said to him, “Yes, and if we did go back to the old 

days, you would be the very first one that we would put in the pot.” 

     Now that should say to us that there is no turning back from our dedication to Jesus 

Christ, that is unless we want to go into the pot. And I don’t think that we want to do 

that. 

     Let us use all that God has given us for our own good and for the good of all the 

people we know. 

 

*Inspired by Mark 8:34 – 9:1 


